
Besides helping his clients 
navigate through the civil 
and criminal litigation pro-
cess to a successful conclu-
sion at Wilentz, Goldman & 
Spitzer, Attorney Barry A. 
Cooke is heavily involved 
in his community. “I think 
it’s important to make a dif-
ference in the community 
where you live,” said Cooke. 

“Instead of complaining about the problems why not 
help by becoming part of the solutions.”

A resident of Avon-By-The-Sea, Cooke has served as 
the Municipal Public Defender for the borough and is 
currently the Municipal Attorney. “Basically I provide 
legal advice and guidance as to the day to day operation 
of the town,” said Cooke. “I become involved in any area 
they need me to from pet ordinances to parades.” In the 
past, Cooke has also served as an elected committeeper-
son on the Township of Neptune Governing Body, has 
served as the Police Commissioner of Neptune Town-
ship and has served as a member of the Neptune Town-
ship Planning Board. He was also general counsel to the 
Township of Neptune Regional Sewage Authority.

In addition, Cooke has also served as an instructor of 
paralegal studies at several regional locations through-
out New Jersey. “My philosophy of giving back is a re-
flection of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer,” said Cooke. 
“On our website it says, “Practicing law, teaching law 
and shaping the law is what we do”.” I am in complete 
agreement with this statement and work to honor it.”

Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer have been helping clients 
for over 90 years with a diversified practice with exper-
tise in all areas of the law including Criminal and Mu-
nicipal Court matters, Drunk Driving Defense, Family 
Law & Divorce, Personal Injury, Workers’ Compensa-
tion, Business Succession Planning, Corporate Structur-
ing and Transactions, Franchise Law, Healthcare Law 
and Restaurant & Alcoholic Beverage Law. Founding 
partner, David T. Wilentz’s professional beliefs are the 
cornerstone of the practice today. He was an example 
of uncommon determination to help his clients, becom-
ing an icon of the legal profession. As New Jersey’s At-
torney General, he successfully prosecuted the biggest 
case of his era, the Lindbergh baby trial.

“Representing the individual is what gives me the most 

satisfaction as an attorney and as a person,” said Cooke. 
“I want to make a difference in the lives of the people I 
represent.” He made a difference in 1993 when he suc-
cessfully litigated a personal injury claim resulting in 
the ninth largest verdict awarded in the State of New 
Jersey. Cooke has continued to fight for his clients and 
that dedication has brought him membership with the 
Million Dollar Advocates Forum, a group of trial  law-
yers in the country who have achieved a verdict in the 
amount of $1,000,000.00 or more.

“Although we are the 10th largest full service law firm 
in the state, we’re not too big for our britches,” smiled 
Cooke. “I would call us a boutique law firm with each 
one of our 160 lawyers practicing in their specialty area 
of the law and cherishing their client relationships. Our 
size really allows us to customize our practice to our cli-
ent’s needs.” Cooke joined the firm five years ago and 
was instrumental in developing the litigation department 
at the Eatontown Monmouth County Office.

A graduate of Villanova University, Cooke went on to 
earn his law degree at Temple University passing the 
Pennsylvania Bar in 1981 and the New Jersey Bar in 
1982. His current areas of emphasis are Personal Injury 
(including motor vehicle, industrial-workplace accident 
and commercial promise accidents), Medical Malprac-
tice, Legal Malpractice and Workers Compensation. His 
practice areas include Unsafe Products/Product Liabil-
ity, Premises Liabililty, Personal Injury Law, Lawsuits 
and Litigation, Medical Malpractice, Construction Site/
Worksite Accidents, and Car Accidents.

Cooke is a member of Who’s Who In Executives and 
Professionals. He is also a member of the New Jersey 
Trial Lawyers Association and the Association of Trial
Lawyers of America. For the last two years, Cooke 
has been named a “Super Lawyer” by Super Lawyers 
magazine and has been nominated for the New Jersey 
Magazines Best Lawyers list. “I am proud of our firm’s 
heritage and the results we get for our clients at Wilentz, 
Goldman & Spitzer,” said Cooke. “What it really comes 
down to is our complete dedication to our clients, ex-
haustive preparation and a lot of hard work.”
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